THE GREAT GRANGE REUNION

Back in October 2008 Ron Gardner and partner Sue headed to Mike Vale’s home in Canberra for a short break.  Mike organised a mini reunion of ex KHS inmates.  The reunion was to be held over two days, with a small gathering at Mike & Trish’s on Saturday night followed by a bigger gathering at the Canberra Yatch Club on Sunday.

The Saturday afternoon/night get together included Mike & Trish Vale, Damien & Bernadette Grace, Cathy Burrowes & Peter Lyons and Ron Gardner & partner, Sue Robertson.

During the pre-dinner drinks on Saturday afternoon, Mike presented the group with a bottle of Canberra’s finest wine in a presentation box which he intended to open and enjoy with the meal in recognition of such an important occasion.

Now, he forgot that he was in the company of a person from the finest wine growing area in the country.  Canberra wine, as we all know, is made from squashed sultanas, cat urine and stolen South Australian water and consequently, the South Australian guest took up the challenge.  With a cry of “I spit on your wine” a bottle of 1988 Grange was produced.  Other guests then fell on their knees with cries of gratitude for being delivered from the terrors of the local brew.

The Grange was decanted, under the supervision of Damien & Mike, and a wonderful evening followed, with a superb meal being prepared by Mike and Trish.  Great company and great fun.  

On Sunday we all met up at the Canberra Yacht Club together with Alex & Leslie Maitland, Dave Chapman, Jose Obbens, and  Janine & James Mahoney.  We all enjoyed a meal, drinks and catching up.  Lots of talk about how enjoyable the 2007 reunion was and how we all looked forward to another one sometime in the future.

Photos of Saturday evening and Sunday are attached.

